LEY A FELLAM STAY N
ONE STOT FOR A MiNnUTE

BVEN 1N +hS own Housa

The Maine, Doomed to Be a Money-Making
#  Saved to the Nation by Splen

Alfred King, Civll War Veteran, Fought for More Than
a Decade to Rouse Public Inferest in the Sumhken
Battleship and to Force Congress Into Action.

Copvight. 1919, %7 The Cvam Publihisg Oo, (The New Terk Besing Weorld),
BY SOPHIE IRENE LOED. 1
HEN an obscure citizen ssts oot 1o wake the con-
sclence of & nation, how shall he bogin?
In the little town of Kearay, N. J,, there lives
s man vhose name ls Alfred King. He has wo
medal, inslgnia or any other emblem of valor.
He i» o soldler and fought with credit tn the elvll war, to
the rank of Chptain. He ls wnessumiag, modest.
Alfred King is a part of the unBerulded undercurrent
that has raleed the Malne As a proof of this, you have
bt te go to this sudburd of Newask. There, in fromt of

the Hearny Towa FHall, on & pedestal of Jains graaite,
. pearing a shell of the bYattieship Maine, Is & copper plate
with the fellowing insoription:

Ten-lach Shell—48 Pounds—Frem
“U, 8. 8, Maine."
Havang Harber, 108-1912,
Presented to the Town of Kearny, N. J.
in Recognition of the Eminent Public Rervices of

Forest street,

He loolts directly at you with steady
blue eyes, from hehind nose-glasess of
which one lens is cracked.

His house was the headqua:ters for &
movement thal created public sentiment,
whleh wes answered by the U. B. Gov-
srnment spending money by the thou-
sands to right a wrong of twelve years

Came About.

Mfred King read the
Malne, in the apirit of any other gltizen,
in the newapapers, which la brisd was
summed up like thia:

The battleshlp Maine entered Havana
flarhor on the twenty-fifth of January,
188, as had been arranged between the
t'nited Btates and the Spanish Govern-
Her arrival was
ne special incident beyond the smchange
uf the customary salutes and ceremonial
Asits. Hhe anchored thers for threg -
voeks. No appreciable excitement at-
wended her stay.

At 8 o'clock on the svening of Feb. 13
everything was reported securs and all
was allent on board.

8hortly after taps—ten minules after §
solock—~Capt. Charles D. Higubed, com-
nadder of the ahlp, was writing In bis
He !nid down his pen te listen
1o the dying notes of the bugle, which
beautiful that night.
who was rather
glven Lo [fanciful efMeots,
bsst. The echoea of the lingering notes
floated back with unusual distinetness
Morrae Ouastle. Unwittingly,
was playing hia swan song, for, thirty
inites tnter, Newion, the bugler, waa

ware singularly

Suddenly there were twe diotinet ox-
after a bursting and

foliowed by intense
Capt. BHigsbes
und his way up the loclined deck, Into

crashing sound,

through the cabln, and along the pas-
sage lo the outer door.
Prvate William Anthony, the orderly
at the cadin door,
cugiomary salute and, as though he
wis making an ordinary remark, sald:
“Mxcuse me, sir, but I have to Inform
you that the ship !s blown up, and Is
siaking. The explosion took Place at
nlpe forty, sir'
, ¥rom that moment the orderly, as
reported by the Captain, remained by
hMm with untiring zeal and watchful-
ness until the ship was abandoned.
llon-heartsd private was
dsomed later to Nll a wulcide's grave,
presumably from brooding over the
comrades he left In the wreck. Two
thirty-one men were

At the turning

mét him with the

hundred and

¢ Bhould vou want to ledrn something of ‘the great Importance of trifies, how to
~souse public sentiment, the power of an everyday citisen in the American Pablic
we the duty o’ an Individusl to the nation, perhaps Alfred King might be able
o tell you something about it

If you would go to his home at 38
wilch Is a little frama
house, & hall size larger than & cottage,
some evening you would find this man,
He s seventy Years oid and wears =
Fray, military beard, of the sort ithag

thres not accounted
killed outright, othera were pennad be-
tween decks by the tangle of wreckane
and drowned by the Immaediate sinking

There were three natural surmises
as to the cause of the disaster. Dut
whether It was acoldent, Fpanish de-
algn or the cunning act of a Cuban
sympathlzer, thin fact remains: At onos
the popular mind in the United States
turned to war.

A naval court of inquiry was organ-
A force of wreckers and divers
to work to ascertaln (he
nature of the sxplesion.
abla meana was employed to ghin an
accurate imowiedge of tha conditions
under waier. At the same tUma the
SBpanish Government was given oppor-
tunity for simultansous investigation.
After twenty-three days of coatinuous
labor and resesrch, oa Mareh 31, the
court of inquiry gave ita verdict to the
Chief Executive, Willlam MeKinlay.
‘The conclusions of the court wers:

Thersupon the United States
war with Spain, with what far-reashing
reauita the worid knows.
claim adlways wil b that we fought
for a aplendid humanitarisn enineiple

‘“ Remember the Maine.”
Alfred King, ilke
thought about thess facts of the Maine,
Suriad with the ship
alse was thinking
But after the Wwar hs @14 net
ng about it Im dael, e
sogan was ‘'‘Remember the Malne!"
Now it happened that the firat Presi-
dent of the Cuban Republia, T. Betrada
Palma, was onos & school-teacher In
Pleasant Valley, N. J,
him when hie G. A. R. post dedicated
a flag-pole ome Fourth of July, When
Palma became Preshlent he stHl ex-
changed letters with Alfred King, whoe
was Becretary of the Arlington Filag
Association, Bo that as early a8 May
3 1%, Paima wrote 0 King as feP

whila eV ¥y

“Ia eeply to your ocossmuymics-
tion of May 32 | ke plassure In
ng thal orders were
given and executed te the ef-
fect of decorn bat‘ieship
Maine ot Memorial Day,

.
S peTRADA PALAMA."
And at asother thme this President

Américan Government for allowing the
In the harber—the
question of It destruction uneefting,
the saliors usburied and the wreck an Queements. Money would be made In
various ways. Thay would remove the
#ee plotures of the abandonsd bat- wreck in whole or In

Maine to remaln

to navigation.

It was a proapecting of & combine known

“U. 8. Battisship Maine
falvage Company.
Incorperated in the District of Colum-
to remove the Malne
Havans Harbor' by suthority of

Cuda and the United States"

The enterprise was to assume the
ferm of a pay-mvyou-enter speciacie
and later would o a moving ploture
propoaition for swilling the profits of
those who wot™8 get ¢n on the ground
floor and buy atock in the company.
It was capitalized at §900,000. Thelr pur-
pode wah to relse the Malne and ex-
hibit her as & peep-all for the morbid,

Stock subscriptions were solicited and
soon the company had a pald-In capita)

Our Wgtovienl

How 4 they get the right to the
Maine? By quistly golng over to Cuba
and gEresing te oy that republic 15,000
for its interset in the Maine.
tudiness csncern was authorised
nes, In reality, our country
relinquished all Interest
the following letter un-
of Jan. M, 184, in anewer to an

:
3

-
quéstion presentsd has besn
considered by the proper executive

King had met he

reached that whatever authority or

is \he Government may form-

erly Rave had In the wreck above re-

ferred to, may properly be comsid-

ered a8 having lapeed In favor of
the Government of Cuba.”

The company's deed properly re-
cordsd In the Distriot of Columbia, they
proceeded to bobat the project by sollc-
iting subseriptions for the beginming of
work. AMred King investigated and
found this obstacle that was well nigh

1

It wad to be n fine
whieh teurists and visitors would fock
t© Be the grestest spectacie of all In
the region of Havana. In & wond, the
femb of the heroic dead was to be open
to the guse of the motley curious,

A “Show" Propeasition.

Ah, the pamphlet offered many in:

show busineas

and male of the material and

oate of Havana perpetual summer?
And wasn't the tourist sesson eight or
nine months long? Besidea, the Amori-
oan resldent and tourist contingent, te-
Sether with & million or mere of Cu-
bans and Bpaniards in Havans and the
surrounding distrieta of the Island,
might represent an income of saveral
thousand dollars In edmission fess
alons! More than the cost of the cof-
fordam [teolf!

Alseady advertising concerns were of-
fering lucrative prices for space on the
walls of the cofferdam, (nside and out,
and an was pending from one of
ths fore t successful show enter-
prises In the world to take charge of
the exhidition of the wreck In this
country.

Thig was not all, After It had ox-
hausted its usefulness In Havana Ha:-
bor as an attrection the shlp would be
fioated upon her own or & false boltuom
and sxhibltad In the principal ports of
the United Hlates’ The Income from
this gource alope, they conceded, would
be enormous!

The Maine Forgotten.

And, mark you, the starting point of
the whole schenis was the hearly co-
operation extended to this company by
the Cuban Government In facl, they
would be sccessories before and Aflar
the facts. They would help the com-
pany!

Certalnly they were meiting but a
mere §6,000—one-hail of which was paid
At once. But thae Influx of forelgn vie-
Itora was no winall point to be over-
leoked. And so enthusiastic was the
Republic of C‘ubs that ft allowed the im-
portation of supplles, machinery, lools,
duty free. Workmen sould be brought
In under a contract te Havana. No
taxes were Lo be levied upon any of the
property.

And further, the RepubHe agreed to
exscule & deed, giving good and sum-
elent title to the hulk, squipment, ma-
chipery, arms, munitions of war, voai
and other pupplles and objects 1hat
might be found In and about the ship.

Thus It was evident that the Cuban
Government viewsd itsalf In the light
of sole master of the United States

—
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to you how you and your assoal
ates can be of great halp o us
our patriotie undertaking.
But Alfred King would no
Reallving that ne satisfaction ceuld
come frem this direction, Alfred King
dotormined to interest the press. And
he began with the mewspapers in his
Hoe sont clippings of these to

avery source (hat he knew wmight be

The Voice of the Press.
The result of this campaign, which
gained momentium ks an avalanchs, un-
tl even Waahington look hesd, dealtl &
dlow to the ompany by notification o
Cuba that the Unitad States Governmeat
departments which bad relinquished the
Maine to the Cuban repudlic bad no
right to do s0; that the disposal of the
wreck of the (Maine rested wilh Con-
gress; and that ne executive depari-
ment oould give mssurance of its aban-
donment by the United Mtates.

Thia put the “United Stales Battieship
Malne Salvage Company' gut of bual-
nesa, and Congress agaln became L(he
monitor of the Maine.

With this encouragement, Alfred King
began another move in behall of the
Sdnine. This time he wrote te Congress-
man (new Governor) SBulssr. Thia started
the Sulzer blil for ralsiag the Maine

Congrensman Sulser assured Alfred
King that (despite the opihion of the
Navy Departoemi officials that it was
an imposstdiity
Maine), he would go Into the fight to a

And every time the Bulser bill camae
up In Congress, although backed by
petition after patition, 1t was halted by
Onoe when Willlam Rul-
ser arose in the House and stated ona
poiat of order, "Mr, Speaker, [ wish
some little attent
rafeing the Malne

technicalitien

on the matter of
ita yot ujhonered
heroas,” Mr, Cannon ls sald to have re-
pHed with asperity:

"I am oo buay taking oure of live
mén to think of the dead!™

Representative Deugina of Ohlo,
the course of one of these ever-recur-
rent squelches, remaried:

“1f thers is any commerclal matter
Involved lot Cuba ralss the Maine If
& question of justice let Hpain raise
Those that went down In the ship
have long wince become fopd for the
And to bring home the!r ghast-
ly remnants would be to opan afreah
in the hearts of their friends a sore
that {s now, thank God, almost healed!
+ “'But, most OF ALL, I am opposed 10
ralwing the Ma'ne becauss i might re
naw ths controversy over the omuss o/
tne explosion whiah wrecked her.
thing It high time o guit i vmembering
the Maine' and to begin 12 ‘forget the

Alfred King sat down at the dining-
room table and wrota and wrote and
wrote to Grand Army mnen, who were
promptly arouped. Home communioa-
tona were aigned “"Veteria” and seme
These OGrand Army
sent into Mr, Douglas's howe Alstriet
wewp bis vouslitusnts in patrio.
ing for some Lime.
progresaive postoard  enncern,
arcused by the Presa reporis, §ot out a
@1 o ghost mailor rising out of
distorted wyesk of the battleship,

haiteship Maine, sad as such it was
o B o wiiindy, st “Demembez the Malne! The Martyred
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Mm"“m (Cugpvight, 1008, by Dedd, Mesd & On) =aresd n!ﬁ:
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new of Winging about d - oeed,
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ohip reprosenied an outlay of
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78,000, Ths Bell contained tens of "‘:a
S Ol i S S et B7 1o tert my soveainiance with smek guies
was protected for o leagth of I fest "Ne," & ﬁ
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the Bl and King
one of which was the Lagislature
the Btate of Maine, for which the bat-
tieship was named. R:op movin’."
There, for three scoslons, the seif-name
A. King of Now Jersay wab lobbying halt mm?n...?-'
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overhead.
uﬂ:ﬂﬂ!b:l.o:u.utm -.;I: it read: irands of :r I
March 15, 198, he was sucosssful in his CIRO DI CESARE & hﬁhmuh“ o
offorts here, and the edict weat forth. ne & 69, Sires slong the okos of the reats ™ e
Petition after petitisa and resslution BANKERS. We had only o little whiie
after resclution were sdded 1o the rec- New York, Gonea, Naples, when the mu-':-nm
ords of Congress. And the name of m'm However, Konnelly right
wi
Adtred King permestse these pagws with B wahh Aavs sy wes
Pireisonce. Maay a Ume A.| opis ts the reminder oo Gon- °m."nm"
mwmmmmwrmumﬂu“.m:wﬂ“ §
He Interesied Gen. Burrows, | Y !'-mmu.m away, of fall off if
senior Vico-Commandes in of tha “m‘o-u himself eate L1 ﬂdhm&
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G. A. R, together with all other Im-|Terhaps that w
portaat heads of army departments, un-

i e solicied action from them .te |14 8 auser mh’“.ﬂ“ o e R O e & Gl
wite Washinve, : .....-%:.‘.'2".‘...-.‘-‘..‘2.‘? -#1-’%'.,--:-—--
latiers came pouring Into the Govern-| this than mersly to seare Genasss. It oh, sir” came the
maent from superintandents of schools | looks to me is if they were after Casare, “Whe'll go down and get e & Bottis
and patriolic bodies of all descriptions. | too, firat by poleon. then by dymamite.’” of aloT™ I aaked.
Also continued reselutions from the G.| We shouldersd sur way out through A of voless and r
A. R. and individus] soldiers and satiors | IN® crowd and west on putll we oame @768 Waa the snswer. msg.' "
throughout the coustry, to Mulberry strest, puising with life., I took & balf dollar from my peshel
19,000 souls. " TOPTesenting| Down we went pawt the ilttle sheps, Snd it to the oldest. :
dodging the chlldren and making way _ “All sight mew, hustle aleng am
The Final Triumph. for women with huge bundies of sweat. divide the changs. ,
Maurice Shmmons, Department Com.|"Hop riothing ascurately Balanced en _ With the scamper ‘of many
mander of United Mtates Spanish War|Ihelr hetde or hugsed up wnder hete oy e & Koy -
Vetarans, a4 Mr. Sulser he wan using | Sie sslony of (e MURGredD of (RGUsRRds 00N 80 Rl «f
eyery ounce” of energy to support the|or Italisns—a than bBelow the roef be 4
persevering undertaking. Patitions, he|ths Italan ‘on u-zo-d two leng lato the %o 4
stated, were belug forwarded to Con-| whose life the rest of Mew York kaew Yord as he Vinsensa's.
Eress from every pection of the couniry, | and eared nothiag. ‘l atarted to back. »
From his hesdguarters these had al.| At et we cams te Albanc's ltue _Oh, that """l-"":
ready besn sent to every member of | ¥IN® WhOD, & dark, evil, ma ‘The kids will sse that the wires
the Congressional delegation of tae|PIAC® On the atrest lavel of a five-story, r"‘ W carry “-.: 1
Miute of X allaged “new law" tensamant. Without her as a bitnd
e 44 York. and parallel res-| g oqiiation Kennedy satered and we fol- LU0K that they den't seo the wiren
! would be tramsmitted by all|jowed, acting the part of a alumming down bolow. 6
he ssparate camps te their local Cone. parly. There were & few customers al @ Wre several Mewunis Sown,
gressman. this sarly hour, men out of employ- Suectls 1:-%"&:
By February, 1, public seutiment|ment end an inoffensive looking lof, o tlinE SR SHCET S S
assumed the form of mase mestings n | though of course they eyed us sharply. the

Carnegle Hail, New York, which were Albano proved himsalf to be a greasy. 5.4 forcad
preaided aver by Joseph H. Choste, and Inw-browsd fellow, whn had a sort of to emelte no
A. King on the platform. Ths com- cunning look. [ could well Imaxine yiey lafer sialve of

miltee such a fellow spreading terror In the g ;
had ggresd that (this iatter Rearts of simpls folk by mevely Prees- l"‘f‘:“ coming out just abews

honor was dus to King
Ing both templea with his thumbe and I wan wondering how
hln“ finally, in May, 1910, when the|spawing his long bony forsAnger under going to
was passed, Presddent Taft sent|nis throst—the so-calied Blsck Hand out exal suspielon,
the pen which slgned the measure (o] sign that has shut Up many a witness neatly
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Hulser, who immediately telegraphed to|in the middle of hia testimony sven In  'Now, Walter. do you think you could
A. King that the battls was over, and |open court. stand another dip into that red Imk of
tu withdraw his forces We pushad through to the low-cell- Albano's?* ’

In his Nttle home in Kearny Iy the| 'ned back room, which was emply, and
entire record of this work of an ob- sat .u.'" At & table, Over a hattle of
g e el Albano's famous Callfornin “red Ink"

N ysarn. You
we sa! sllently. Kennedy was making
van find there every ecmp, which em- | s mental note of the piace, In the
bodles thousands of clippinge and letters | middle of the celling was a single gas €4
galore. burner with & blg reaflector over It. In

And has this obscure citisen stopped | the back wall of the rcom was a horl-
action in his purposs eof patriotism? :":‘::L ‘::“"" "'!"“'.'- “""'_‘- and ‘1’2" sob
No. - a d like a -, '] %

0. Mo has forgotten the Maine Mrus- | yi0, ware dirty and the chairs rickety.  “All
gle, since it hus ceased to be ons, and

The walls ware bare and unfinished, Boite

is mow assieting in the conducting of a
%o with Seams innocant of decoration. Al- der
campaign for Incorporating the Ideals | iogether It was ss unprepossessing a Your
of Abraham Lincoln In ths publie| place as I had aver sosn. reak
schools threughout the coumtry by pre-| Appareatly satisfled with his scrutiny. pings.
senting tadlets of the OGeltysburg ad.| Kennedy got up lo go. complimenting do nemt.
dress of that martyred Prewident. the preprister on hia wine. 1 could ase mw the

One aiready prasented 1o Maine bears| (N8l Kennedy had mada up his mind
the iascription: a8 10 his courss of action. mo.

i e | How gordid erime really !.” he re-

Atped King apd e Ahurm Membenm 4 ; : o -
Company K 1Tk Maioe l#- Inf, Voi,,
Feb, 131h, 1008,
Frodeviemtburg

te Appomation, VER

He does nol care to shine In the um-:E ke was
light. Bul this man proved the Tay of

that the spirit of ane of the people when | heve I ew Yook,
manifested srengly ansugh reaches sut The Wilflon-dellar ooy sad the
te aa undaligvidie sageet, et wHow ey -
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